
                                          The Church At Work 
  

1. Indoor Sunday worship services have returned!   They will still look different. The services will 

continue to be shorter. In consideration of national, state, and local policies, these gatherings will 

include no more than 30 places, properly distanced. The services will occur at 10 a.m. 

 2. Wearing facemasks is mandatory. 

 3. The services will be made available via live-stream on YouTube! 

 4. Committee meetings and other church gatherings are allowable as long as they adhere to social 

distancing guidelines.    

We are all excited about a return to activity on the Hilltop, but we will continue to do so in the safest 

possible manner and constantly monitor the COVID-19 situation here in Lowndes County. 

 I want to emphasize that we can have no more than 30 places for Sunday worship at this time. I 

know this is unorthodox, but we will do what we have to in order to continue to keep our community 

safe. If you do come please take all necessary precautions. Wearing facemasks is mandatory! 

 Overall, please continue to do what is best for you and your family's safety. I understand some of you 

will not be able to join us due to long-term care facility policies or a general concern for family 

members. Please be aware that virtual services will continue to be posted for all who are unable 

to attend. 

 Thank you for your continued patience! I cannot wait to begin seeing everyone again. Please e-mail, 

call, or text me with any questions or concerns you may have. 

Blessings,                                                                                                                                                                                           

BJ                                                                   

                      First Presbyterian Church 
3200 Bluecutt Road  P. O. Box 9681  Columbus, MS  39705  (662) 328-5992                                                         

Pastor: B.J. Chain  *Phone: (662) 816-2352 *Email: bjchainiv@gmail.com                                                               

Choir Director: Dr. Christy Lee                                                                                                                                            

Church Secretary: Tracie Hanson   (662) 328-5992                                                                                                                        

Director of Maintenance:  Tracie Hanson    Custodian:  Rowland Jennings                                                                  

Nursery Attendant:  Scherrel Sturdivant                                                                                                                         

PCDP Director: Lezli Waits 

   

Connect with Us                                                                                                                                                                   

Email- Firstprescolumbus@gmail.com                                                                                                                  

Website - Firstprescolumbus.org                                                                                                                               

Facebook– Firstprescolumbus                                                                                                                                               

Twitter - @Columbusfpc                                                                                                                                        

Youtube–   FirstPresbyterianChurch-Columbus  

 Please visit our Meditation Garden and Columbarium located between the Sanctuary and                
Christian Education Building. Garden and Columbarium brochures are available in the                                    

Narthex and the Information Center in the Christian Education Building hallway. 
  

      Scottish Heritage Sunday 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan 

October 25, 2020 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

Columbus, Mississippi 



Assemble in God’s Name 

Chiming the Hour 

Greetings & Announcements 

Procession of Pipes Highland Cathedral   (bagpipes)   Tim Gordon 

Blessing of the Tartans  

One: We raise the Tartans on behalf of all clans represented here. 

All: We raise these tartans before Almighty God in gratitude for our heritage and pray God’s blessing 

on God’s servant people in all lands.  

One: Eternal God, Our Father, bless these and all symbols of heritage, and grant that those who wear them, 

and the families they represent, may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you; through the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

All: We proclaim that we are all united in the covenant of Jesus Christ for there is but one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God and Lord of us all. 
 

*Call To Worship   from 2 Corinthians 5:19                                                                                                            

In Christ God was reconciling the world to Godself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us worship God. 

                                                                                                                                

*Hymn, 475                         “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison)                                                                                                                                                

 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive 

 what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for 

 us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a 

 future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your 

 likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Prayer Response, 172           "Blest Are They" 

Proclaim God’s Word                            

New Testament Reading                          Luke 18:9-14

                                 

Anthem                "Mallaig Sprinkling Song"            Traditional Scottish                                                      

                     The Loft Choir 

Sermon                                 “Revisiting Yertle”                     Reverend B.J. Chain 

Respond to God’s Word 

*Affirmation of Faith  (From the Scots Confession of 1560)  

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we must 

serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, 

immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three 

persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and believe all things in 

heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be 

ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and 

justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                                  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

 ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

*Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Call for the Offering  

Musical Offering                                        "Spirit of God"                     Traditional Skye Boat Song

                                      Nyla Thomas, soprano                               

*Prayer of Dedication            

Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness, we have these gifts to share. Accept and 

use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. All in the heavens and on the 

earth is yours, and of your own we give you. Amen                                                                                                 

                                                            The Sending 

* Sending Hymn, 450                "Be Thou My Vision"               

*Charge and Benediction   

*Pipe Procession Scotland, the Brave Traditional                         Tim Gordon 

   

 

 

 

 



 

The Scottish National Flag 
 

The “Cross of St. Andrew,” also known as the “Saltire” (meaning cross in 

the shape of an X), is the oldest flag of any country. The Romans put the 

Apostle Andrew to death by being pinned to a cross of this shape.  While 

there are various tales of the flag’s origins, most have its birth at an 832 

battle in East Lothian, when the army of the King of the Picts, Angus 

MacFergus—assisted by a detachment of Scots—found themselves 

surrounded by an overwhelming force of Angles under the King of 

Northumbria. Early in the evening before the battle, King Angus prayed to 

God that, in spite of his smaller army, he might lead his soldiers to victory. As dusk approached, they saw a 

formation of clouds resembling a white diagonal cross against the azure blue sky—the very cross-shape on 

which Andrew was put to death. The king promised that if conquest were granted him through the help of 

Andrew, then Andrew’s name would be adopted as their patron saint. He was successful the next day, and 

the Cross of St. Andrew became the flag of Scotland, early in the 12th Century. 

 

The Second Scottish Flag 
 

This flag—yellow background with red lion in the center and red 

border—is often more widely associated with Scotland than its actual 

flag. However, it is the Royal Flag of Scotland, first adopted by William 

the Lyon in 1165. Although older than the Saltire, it is legally for use 

only by the monarch, Queen Elizabeth, or her representatives in the UK 

government in Scotland. 

 

 

A Special Thanks to all of you who made this day possible.                                              

Guest Musician:                                                                                                                                                     

Tim Gordon, Bagpipes      

                                MSU Guest Vocalist:                                                               

                       Nyla Thomas, soprano                                                                                                      

                                    

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reformation 

 
 The Protestant Reformation took root in Europe during the 

 late 15 and 16 centuries as church leaders grew more and 

 more critical of the practices of the church. People like Jan 

 Hus, Peter Waldo, and John Wycliffe sought reform in the 

 church but it wasn’t until a German Monk Priest wrote out 

  a detailed list in Wittenberg, Germany that The 

 Reformation officially began.  That Monk Priest was 

  Martin  Luther who is often seen as the Heart of the  

 Reformation.  This “95 Thesis” was nailed to the church 

 door on October 31, 1517, on All Saints Day.  Luther 

 never  wanted to church to schism.  

 Reformation Sunday is also a day we mourn the tragic 

 separation found in the One Body of Christ. 
 

 

 

Scottish Reformation 

 
 Once reformation has sparked, it spread like wildfire 

throughout Europe.  Leaders like Huldrych Zwingli 

debated Luther from the Swiss Reformation.  A young 

French lawyer, John Calvin traveled to Geneva where he 

brought a scholarship unparalleled by other 

reformers.  Calvin became the mind of the Reformation 

and drew many to Geneva to study under his 

guidance.  One student was a Priest from Scotland, exiled 

for his beliefs.  The Scottish clergy, John Knox, took 

Calvin’s study back with him to Scotland where the 

Presbyterian Church took wing.  Calvin was critical of too 

much power 

being in the 

hands of too 

few 

people.  Knox 

placed the 

leadership of the church not with Priests, Bishops, or Popes, but 

with those elected by the congregation as Elder.  The Greek 

word for Elder is Presbos, thus Presbyterian means “ruled by 

Elders.”  The Presbyterians formed councils much like their 

predecessors but instead of clergy having the last word on 

governance, the congregation sought God’s will together.  This 

early glimpse of democracy will give English Colonists an idea 

or two years later. 
 

         Calvin Above, Knox to the Right 

 



 

 

The Scots Confession (Scotland, 1560)  
 

The blue of the shield. The background color of the Church of Scotland. 

The tartan, x-shaped cross. A form called St. Andrew’s Cross, he being the apostle 

who brought the gospel to Scotland. The tartan, or plaid, is that of the Hamilton clan 

in honor of the first martyr of the Scottish Reformation, Patrick Hamilton. 

The Celtic Cross. Another ancient form associated with Christians of the British Isles.  
The ship. A symbol for the Church; the Confession contains a remarkable, strong 

doctrine of the Church. 

The Bible and the sword. Paul called the word of God “The sword of the Spirit,” and 

the sharpness of John Knox’s preaching of the Word was a major power for 

reformation in Scotland. 

The Burning Bush which is not consumed. Reminding us of Moses’ Sinai experience, 

thus a symbol of God’s presence and call: the chief symbol of the Church of 

Scotland. 

 

The History of the Kirkin Service 
 

The ceremony of Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans is of American origin, though based on Scottish history and legend. 

After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Scottish forces were defeated by the English at the Battle of Culloden in 

1746, Scotland once again came under British rule. To control the Scots, a special Act was passed that 

forbade the carrying of arms and the wearing of kilts, plain, or any tartan which represented Scottish 

heritage.  Orders were given for British troops to kill upon sight any person dressed in Highland garb or 

displaying the tartan. 

 

As the Legend Goes 
 

This Act prompted the stubborn Scots to secretly carry with them a piece of their tartan as they went to the 

Kirk. The minister then slipped a blessing (a Kirkin’) into the service for the tartans. The prohibition against 

tartan lasted for nearly 50 years. At the repeal of the Act, the Church of Scotland celebrated with a Service 

of Family Covenant, at which time the tartan of each family was offered as a covenant expression for the 

Lord’s blessing. 

 

The First Kirkin’ 
 

The Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington, D.C. held the 

first Kirkin’ during World War II. The late Dr. Peter 

Marshall, an eloquent Scot, then pastor of New York 

Avenue Presbyterian Church and later chaplain of the U. S. 

Senate, led the service in 1943, choosing “Kirkin’ o’ the 

Tartan” for the title of his sermon. He had preached many 

sermons in support of the British War Relief and the 

Scottish Clans Evacuation Plan. His sermons were so 

popular that a request was made for their publication, with 

the proceeds from the sales designated for war relief 

programs. As the war continued, the D.C. Saint Andrew’s 

Society continued to hold services of unified prayer for the 

subjects of the British Isles. These became known as 

Kirkin’s.  In 1947 he was elected Chaplain of the U.S. 

Senate. 

 

 

 

The Service 
 

The worship service is for traditional content, using much of the Church of Scotland form. Central to its 

theme is the presentation of various tartans-through flags and the wearing of tartans-for a blessing. Clans 

were simply a fathering of peoples for their protection and for economic, political, and social support. 

Clansmen demonstrated a true brotherhood of man, and the tartan is a symbol of this love and togetherness. 

The Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their own family and 

ethnic heritage, and to celebrate God’s grace poured out for all generations. 

 

The Beadle 
 

 

A kilted Beadle leads the worship procession carrying the Bible to the front of the sanctuary and the pulpit. 

Reminiscent of an old custom of the Church of Scotland, this tradition highlights the Bible as the Word of 

our Lord and the center of our faith. The ancient office of “doorkeeper”-with origins dating back to the early 

synagogues of Galilee and Judea, and the early Christian church-was no doubt, the seed from which the 

Beadle grew. In the Roman Catholic Church of pre-Reformation times, the doorkeeper was ordained to his 

office. Post-Reformation, he lost his ecclesiastical standing, but gained more social status. In the earliest 

days, his charge was to open church doors at the correct times to the faithful; close them always to the 

unfaithful. As discipline became less of an issue, the function developed toward a messenger role for the 

Minster and Session. By the time the Reformation took hold, the position became known by the Latin, 

“Bedellus”-a word referring to a messenger or summoner of parties to court, in this case the session. The 

term Bedellus was too cumbersome for the Scots, and over time it evolved into Beadle. When church 

attendance was compulsory, every absentee was hunted down-by the Beadle-to appear before the Session. 

The Beadle was indispensable, and a difficult position to fill, requiring moral, mental, and physical strength, 

in addition to knowledge of the townsfolk, church liturgy, and the Bible.  In addition to his service as 

messenger, his Sunday mornings were full. Once the church doors were opened-and by now the doorkeeper 

reported to the Beadle-the Beadle began by ringing the bell. He then fetched the Bible from the 

Sessionhouse, took it to the pulpit, and escorted the Minister to the same. During the service, he monitored 

the sanctuary continually for lagers and disturbances.  By the mid-to-late 1800’s, the position died out to 

various paid church staff to be revived during the 1900’s throughout much of Scotland and many 

Presbyterian churches in the United States. 

 

Clan Crests 
 

The Clan Crest or Coat of Arms goes farther back in Scotland’s history as a clan identifier than does the 

tartan. A clan’s official crest design was approved and granted to the chief of the clan by the Lord Lyon 

King of Arms. Its acceptance and authenticity were then recorded in the Public Register of All Arms and in 

Bearings in Scotland-a register established in 1592 during the reign of James VI (before he also became 

James I of England) and kept today in the Court of the Lord Lyon in Edinburgh. It is acknowledged as the 

most magnificent heraldic manuscript in Europe.  In ancient times, it was the custom for clan chiefs to give 

their relations and followers a metal plate of their crest to wear as a badge indicating clan allegiance. It was 

affixed to their clothing by a buckle and strap usually inscribed with the Chief’s motto. Only a Chief or his 

direct heir was permitted to wear the crest without the strap and buckle. 
 

 

 


